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NOMINATION OF TREVOR GARDNER 


(Nomination Reference No. 67) 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 1955 


United States SENATE, 
ComMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
Washington, D. C. 

The committee met, pursuant to call, at 10:30 a. m., in room 212, 
Senate Office Building. 

Present: Senators Russell (chairman), Symington, Jackson, Sal- 
tonstall, and Duff. 

Also present: Philip K. Allen, chief clerk; Verne D. Mudge; and 
William H. Darden, of the committee staff. 

Chairman Russre.tu. The committee this morning has before it the 
Secretary of the Air Force. 

Before going into the briefing on the Air Force, we will have the 
hearing on the nomination submitted by the President of Mr. Trevor 
Gardner, of California, to be Assistant Secretary of the Air Force. 
Mr. Gardner has appeared before this committee on a previous oc- 
casion on August 17, 1954, and he was nominated for the same office. 
This nomination was favorably reported by the committee, but was 
recommitted on the motion of the then majority leader on August 18, 
1954. 

Notice has been given on the floor of the Senate that these hearings 
will be held today. 

I note Mr. Gardner is present, accompanied by the distinguished 
Secretary of the Air Force, Mr. Harold Talbott. 

Mr. Secretary, do you have any comments you wish to make on 
this nomination? 

Will you come around to the table please. 

Before you make your statement, I wish to note that Senator 
Kuchel came by at 10 this morning, thinking that the committee was 
convening at that time. He had another appointment which made it 
necessary for him to leave, but he did request that the committee be 
advised that though he was not closely acquainted with Mr. Gardner, 
Mr. Gardner has an outstanding reputation in California and that 
Senator Kuchel wishes to strongly urge favorable consideration of his 
nomination. Likewise, Congressman Carl Hinshaw, of California, 
who had the same misunderstanding and came by at 10. He stated 
that he wished to be here to be with his personal friend and highly 
valued constituent, Trevor Gardner, and wishes to assure the com- 
mittee of his high integrity and demonstrated ability and would say 
he would gladly stake his own reputation on this fact. 

Do you have a statement, Mr. Secretary? 
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STATEMENT OF HON. HAROLD E. TALBOTT, SECRETARY OF THE 
AIR FORCE, ACCOMPANIED BY TREVOR GARDNER 


Secretary Tatsorr. Mr. Chairman, I would like as a matter of 
record to state that Mr. Gardner was born in Cardiff, Wales, on 
August 24, 1915. He became a naturalized American citizen in 1937. 
He received a bachelor of science degree in engineering from the 
University of Southern California in 1937 and a masters degree in 
business administration from the same school in 1939. He is a mem- 
ber of the honorary engineering fraternity, Tau Beta Pi. 

Mr. Gardner is married. 

He entered the General Electric test engineering course in 1938 
and then returned to the University of Southern California to teach 
freshman mathematics while obtaining his masters degree. He sub- 
sequently taught industrial management subjects at the University 
of Southern California and the California Institute of Technology. 
He was awarded the presidential certificate of merit and the naval 
ordnance award for his work on this project. 

After World War II, Mr. Gardner became associated with General 
Tire & Rubber Co., of California, as executive vice president. He 
subsequently formed the Hycon Manufacturing Co., of which he was 
president from 1948 to February 1953, at which time he resigned to 
join my staff. 

I urge the committee to give favorable consideration to this nomina- 
tion of Mr. Gardner as Assistant Secretary. 

CHAIRMAN Russet. Mr. Gardner, the record of the previous hear- 
ing undoubtedly reflects whether you hold any substantial financial 
interest in any company that is doing business with the Department 
of the Air Force. I do not have that hearing before me and that 
hearing transpired some months ago. I would like to have you make 
such statement as you see fit relative to your interest in any such 
company. 

Mr. Garpner. I do not own any stocks in any companies at all 
whatsoever. Since selling my holdings in Hycon Manufacturing 
Co. I have not reacquired any common stocks of any sort. 

Chairman Russeiu. You have disposed of all of your interests in 
Hycon? 

Mr. Garpner. That is right. 

Chairman Russe.u. Senator Saltonstall. 

Senator SatronsTaLu. Mr. Chairman, Mr. Gardner, we want to 
be very frank. I was sitting where my distinguished colleague is now 
sitting when your name came before us last summer. There arose 
some questions, and I think it is very much better to have them all 
cleared up, I think, for you, for the Secretary of the Air Force and for 
ourselves. 

The two criticisms that I have heard about you since the hearings 
were—were you in the Department of Defense when some question 
came up that concerned the Hycon Co. and you gave some of your 
time while you were working for the Government to straightening 
out the affairs of that company? Could you tell us about that 
incident? 

Mr. Garpner. Yes. I was a per diem consultant at that time, 
and seme affairs came up which were basic to the life of the company 
which I had formed. I obtained permission from Mr. Talbott to take 
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a leave of absence and work a few days on the subjects. This occurred 
twice, once in connection with a Navy contract and once in connection 
with negotiations in Europe not related to the Government. 

I have made a full disclosure of my Hycon affiliations to the Secre- 
tary in writing and kept him informed in writing of all the actions. 

Subsequently I believe that the FBI has investigated this incident 
completely and has reported on it to Mr. Talbott. 

Secretary Tatsotr. That is correct. 

Senator SALTONSTALL. It is my understanding that Mr. Talbott as 
Secretary of the Air Force had full knowledge of what you were doing, 
how you were spending your time, when you were acting for your 
company in this regard in straightening out these matters; is that 
correct? 

Secretary Tatsorr. That is correct. 

Senator SatTonsTaLu. In you opinion there was nothing incon- 
sistent with what Mr. Gardner was then doing and any responsibilities 
that he had to you or to the Government? 

Secretary TaLsorr. Not at all, perfectly proper. I even discussed 
the pees with the Attorney General and it was thoroughly under- 
stood. 

Mr, Garpner. Could I make an additional statement, sir? 

I came into Government as a consultant to Mr. Talbott on literally 
a moment’s notice, and it was difficult to immediately stop all connec- 
tions with the company that I had formed, and it was in connection 
with becoming associated with it that these events occurred. 

Senator SaLtronstatyt. May I ask one more question? It was 
stated that you had supported Dr. Oppenheimer. What was your 
connection with Dr. Oppenheimer? 

Could you tell us of any connection you had with Mr. Oppenheimer? 

Mr. Garpner. Yes, I had then and still have a tremendous admira- 
tion and respect for Robert Oppenheimer. When he got into this 
diffculty as a possible security risk, I became concerned about it princi- 
pally from two points of view, (1) that I felt it would make it extremely 
difficult for us to get comparable scientists to work for the Air Fore», 
and (2) I felt that such hearings could not take place without a sub- 
stantial disclosure of security information to a possible enemy. The 
transcripts of the hearing which were published certainly contained a 
lot of information which was in that general category, but that was 
my principal concern. I was also concerned—just to restate it— 
that this procedure, administrative procedure which was gone into, 
would have a tremendously adverse effect on our ability to get 
scientists to work for us and our ability to get universities to accept 
classified contracts. 

Senator SaLToNsTALL. In your mind—and I am confident in the 
mind of the Secretary from what he has said to me—you have had 
no connection with any organization or no feeling toward any organ- 
ization that would be hostile to the best interests of our Government 
and of the work you are doing for our Government. 

Mr. Garpner. That is correct, sir. 

Senator Sauronstau.. I have no further questions. Thank you. 

Chairman Russe.u. You stated to Senator Saltonstall that you 
had no connection at the present time with any organization that 
has had any adverse designs on the Government of the United States. 
Have you ever had any connection with any organization that has 
been dieneed with being subversive in character or a fellow traveler? 
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Mr. Garpner. No, sir. 

Chairman RusseLt. Do you propose to employ Mr. Oppenheimer 
to help you in your work in the research and development of the 
Navy Department? 

Mr. Garpner. We can’t. He is not cleared for any classified 
information, sir. 

Chairman Russevu. That also affects the Air Force then? 

Mr. Garvner. That is right. 

Chairman Russe.u. But for that you wouldn’t hesitate to employ 
him, or would you hesitate to employ him? 

Mr. Garpner. That is a hypothetical question. 

Chairman Russe... It is. 

Mr. Garpner. It would depend upon what the problem was and 
how many other people—— 

Chairman Russet. It is, but it is one that may be raised. 

Mr. Garpner (continuing). Provide the same services. The facts 
as of today is that he is not cleared, and that we cannot employ him. 

Chairman Russe.i. Senator Symington. 

Senator Symmveton. Mr. Chairman, this gentleman came before 
the committee before, and primarily because of what Secretary Talbott 
thought of him and what I had heard of him from members of the 
industry, I reeeommended him highly to the committee. 

After that the party then controlling the Senate moved that his 
nomination be tabled, so I think in order to make the record very 
clear, I would like to ask the distinguished senior member of that 
side of the aisle, if we approve this appointment now, whether there 
is going to be any further trouble with it on the floor of the Senate, 
from the standpoint of your party. 

Senator SatronsTaLu. Mr. Chairman, that is a rather difficult 
question for me to answer. I would respectfully say, and I say in 
open hearing, that to the best of my knowledge the Secretary of the 
Air has investigated this subject very carefully and has discussed it 
with several members of my party who had some objections after 
this was reported from this committee last summer, and to the best 
of my knowledge and belief those objections have been cleared. 

Perhaps there is one more question that I should ask, Mr. Chairman, 
so as to have this record just as fully complete from my knowledge 
as can be. 

Mr. Gardner, your relations with Mr. Strauss, Mr. Louis Strauss 
of the AEC, with whom you must do some work of a nature that there 
can be satisfactory and harmonious relations in a scientific way be- 
tween you and in such a personal way that the Government’s business 
is helped and not hurt? Can you answer that question? 

Mr. Garpner. All of the dealings that I have had with Admiral 
Strauss have bea en most pleasant and harmonious. We have worked 
together on two important projects. 

I don’t anticipate any difficulty. To get the other side of the 
question, you would have to ask the admiral. 

Secretary Tatsorr. I would like to say, Senator, that I talked to 
Mr. Strauss and he told me that he thought that Mr. Gardner should 
be appointed to this position. 

Senator SanronsTaLu. I would say to the chairman and to my 
colleague from Missouri that I hope that that answers his question 
as fully as one individual can answer it. 
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Senator Symmveron. May I proceed, Mr. Chairman? 

Chairman Russeit. You may proceed. 

Senator Symineron. I thank the distinguished Senator from Massa- 
chusetts, and I only bring it up because the recommendation came out 
unanimously from the committee. 

Chairman Russe.u. I think I should say in that connection, if the 
Senator will indulge me before he starts his examination, that notice 
has been given as to this hearing. Public notice, and it appeared in 
the Congressional Record. 

It has been public knowledge for some 10 days to 2 weeks, and as 
of today no objections have been filed to Mr. Gardner’s confirmation 
nor have there been any requests to testify in opposition to his cop 
firmation. You may proceed, Senator. 

Senator Symineton. Mr. Gardner, with respect to Mr. Oppen- 
heimer, you would not employ Mr. Oppenheimer under the present 
conditions unless the present decision had been reversed or revoked, 
isn’t that correct? 

Mr. Garpner. That is correct. 

Senator Symincton. I just wanted to make the record elear on that, 
and I am not in any way criticizing Mr. Oppenheimer, for making the 
record clear on that. 

Mr. Chairman, I stated at the last hearing that I would be glad to 
vote for this designee for this position, and I would like to say at this 
time that I have not changed my opinion. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Russetu. Senator Duff. 

Senator Durr. Mr. Chairman, I am satisfied with the answers that 
have been given to the interrogators. 

Chairman Russet. Senator Jackson. 

Senator Jackson. Mr. Gardner, when did you dispose of your 
interests in the Hycon Co.? 

Mr. Garpner. It was over a period of some months. The last 
transaction took place on April 13, 1954. 

Senator Jackson. Almost a year ago. 

Mr. Garpner. Yes. 

Senator Jackson. And then you came with the Air Force when? 
Was it in 1953? 

Mr. Garpner. In 1953, correct. 

Senator Jackson. As a consultant? 

Mr. Garpner. That is right. 

Senator Jackson. I take it that Hycon Co. is somewhat of a closed 
corporation and it was not easy to dispose 

Mr. Garpner. It is a publicly held corporation but a large block 
of the stock is held among a few individuals, and it is very difficult. 

Senator Jackson. The control is held among a few people? 

Mr. Garpner. That is right. 

Senator Jackson. Now you made a complete disposition and don’t 
have any interests either directly or indirectly in Hycon? 

Mr. Garpner. That is correct. 

Senator Jackson. There isn’t anything in that past relationship 
that would in anywise embarrass you in your work with the Defense 
Department? It is the same question I asked you before. 

Mr. Garpner. I think I gave you the answer that I have no 
beneficial interests in Hycon. 
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Senator Jackson. Mr. Chairman, I have heard many fine things 
about the professional ability of Mr. Gardner. He is one of the experts 
im this rocket field and he has been highly recommended’to me. I 
voted for reporting his nomination favorably last time and intend to 
again. That is all. 

Chairman Russevu. Any further questions by any member of the 
committee? If not, this terminates the public hearing on this nom- 
ination and the committee will now go into executive session and pro- 
ceed with the briefing by the Air Force. 

(Whereupon, at 10:55 a. m., the bearing was adjourned.) 

(The nomination of Trevor Gardner to be Assistant Secretary of 
the Air Force was subsequently confirmed by the Senate on February 
28, 1955.) 
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